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A proposal for the Kindergarten Organizations
Development
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract
By: Dr. Moneer M. Al-Otaibi

The Kindergarten stage is considered a guided educational stage of
equal importance with the other educational stages in any effective
education system. It is the primary stage in building the child's future
personality and in forming the other mental, physical, social,
sentimental and ethical aspects of his/her character. At this stage, the
patterns of thinking and behavior, basic concepts and knowledge,
experiences, attitudes and aptitudes are created. The child's mental,
sensual and linguistic capabilities, which have a decisive role in
enhancing his/her skills and perceptions, are developed. It is a
common agreement amongst psychologists and early-childhood
scientists that the first five years of the child's life are viewed as the
basis on which his personality with all its dimensions depends on. As
a result, childhood care has become one of the criteria with which
nations advancement is measured, and an indicator according to
which contrasts between nations are drawn. In addition, due to the
importance of childhood and the valuable output turned out by the
invested and exerted efforts in this field, childhood organizations
have marched long strides forward, in terms of the increasing
number of kindergartens, as well as their programs which are
equipped with the cutting-edge educational aids ( Al-Bayati, 2007).

The Kindergarten stage in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has currently
attracted a great attention at the formal and social levels. This is
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conspicuous in the Royal Decree which has been issued to authorize
the pre-elementary education as an independent stage in premises
and as and educational stage separate form the other educational
stages, too. (Arriyadh Newspaper , 1423 H). Furthermore, the
attention is felt through the growing number of the children who are
accepted in this kind of education.

The study has aimed at getting acquainted with the one of the
kindergartens in the city of Riyadh, and to assess its real functions,
in order to come out with a concept for a proposed development
program. Therefore, the researcher has adopted the methodology of a
case study, utilizing the appropriate research tools which
compromise the filed visit, observation, interviewing , questionnaires
completed by the kindergarten female teachers and a sample of the
kindergarten parents and their kids.

The study was concluded by identifying the weaknesses in some
elements of this organization, and by proposing recommendations
pertinent to the buildings, classrooms, teaching and administrative
staff , curricula, teaching aids and media, students' activities and the
recreational and educational games. It is expected that such
recommendations will set the example according to which other
kindergartens throughout the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will be
developed.
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